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About the Project

The design for the modernization of Watkins Elementary School optimizes the existing building,
provides much-needed new program space and better connects the school to the community.
By single-loading the existing academic wing, open, light-filled classroom neighborhoods

will be created on every floor and each classroom will be well proportioned to enable active
learning. The corridors will be transformed from overly long and dark circulation spaces to
extensions of the classroom spaces featuring expansive views over the fields and the Capitol Hill

neighborhood.

A new addition will replace the existing multipurpose room/gym to provide a large gym, a
cafeteria with a stage, a media center and new administrative space. This addition will connect
the school to the park and create a new civic presence for the school on 12th and Pennsylvania.
Targeting LEED Gold green building certification, through appropriate light, views, optimized
acoustics, attention to thermal comfort and indoor air quality, Watkins Elementary will become a
sustainable, high-performance leaming environment serving the families of DC.
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Project Schedule

Final design and building permits

Construction begins

Watkins ES relocates to Eliot-Hine

Construction complete

Modemized Watkins ES opens

Ongoing through Summer 2016

June 2016

August 2016-June 2017

August 2017

August2017

Watkins Elementary School Modernization

l
l
‘ D SUPFORT
|

DE FARTM_ENE.EEEND
D ACADEMIC

D ADMINISTRATION
m CIRCULATION

! PHYSICAL EDUCATION

_l
|

— ."I_
\ =
\\._ I.""-.J— '\1I

| \ )/

I |

k | . L ——

DPRLOBEY! L — | _| .

. . 3 mFEa;'O‘r:mM SL&EE Lomlgi{mmi IT“'

— )
l —
[[susvorr 2 } ‘ | N
| _ -' =]
| I : . | | o "‘\-TJ
— || { HECTI'#IN&E'FOR
S I = F - : BYEF
| | | l J| ‘ L | L -! | | u ] | FABILTIES MGR
5 | | mst
A . — 5T OFC
= — | i 1 STOR == —
SECOND GRADE frirh i . | TS
ST AEF = PR EFICE - 4
I WORKROOM AETER GARE e T uIgLE QL
l o 5 et HEALTH TOILET ~ MEALTHESTOR Tn =
STAFF TOLET ARTER ETRR - o 2
HAF o % [ ?f"'_'i: CHFJH STORAGE
el TouET] [ e LEF|  JOILET | TREATHENTA 5 T
e i i ol I i s - -_Hc!?nmmﬁ
= i SR A ST S A T T N e (PP R e rel B e | s
== SRS | sheezeR
Api=ndmmigy e
= I TCHENOFFICE
= 3oz F’ﬂ N ‘!‘hl COTER T; =
: : : et B KiTHEN TOILET
T i B R T i R A S i i =l
: ¥ : | & 1 cFAcEsTOR
T A - : s
NELCOWEY™ - — cﬂ; FREMCE
- a . II -’1
S— UFEICE
_ i “ B e | —RECEMNG
! e =) = = e —s w
FIRST GRADE FRSTGRADE FIRSTGRADE FRST GRADE  SECCND GRADE _SCUUND GRADE m"mbﬁfﬂ “I."iJ:H\r‘n'ES“BULE PRINCIPAL
S— s
s Lok T s IS _‘d"___,_,-'-""-. ]l_ 150 &F
—— &
= = | _-;“.-ﬁ
i o F— = = = [ ! [ 1 == e oas i ,f"
FIRST FLOOR PLAN
DEPARTMENT LEGEND
ACAUEBHIC OPEN TO GYMBELOW OPEN TO CAFETERIA
BELOW
CIRCULATION l
ELECTIVES
MEDIA CENTER
SUPPORT
FOOD PRINTS A TELEGOM
I SF HEF
L] @
LEVEL READING CLASSROOM MECHANICAL . ORKROOM
STAFF LIBRARY 10T T ms
WORKROOM  STAFF TOILET MESE |NST COACH GIRLS BOYS  KILN ACAD OFFICH MEDIA STORAGE
M1 5F &5F |NST COACH s 145 s B e " 1?:3][;. - i £
172 5F
—PRODUCTION -
CORRIDOR LA giee = -
a5 LAPTOPSTOR s 5
: usr  TELECOM [ ok
SPIOT
I ki, HiSF £ N
STAIR 2 i
" i Al
O 1 Q0K STORAGE ]
THIRD GRADE THIRD GRADE THIRD GRADE  THIRD GRADE ART STORAGE VISUAL ARTS LAB COMMONS  SCIENCE usF STAIR1 READING ROOM  MEDIA LAPTOP
s ST (Y- 518 5F s 215F m Lk uF WLEF PROJECT LAB
1081 ¥
SECOND FLOOR PLAN
DEFARTMENT LEGEND DEPARTMENT LEGEND
A ACE mem
Eﬂ-:: mmmmm D"O mmmmmmm
D.;ﬁf_,‘.mm [:] nnnnnnnn
un.el:'we - ELECTIVES
EEF‘ET. HHHHHHHH =] E EFEC AL ELAUCATH [= ]
DEUP‘-’ORT L — D it
Dmp-:ﬂ bl D SAIPPOR

R Loaicl SLTAN
MK woRRerw FIAFTOAET BNLDEVELRMENT [ BRI BTE SEORES A
pe- (T i

T

MDD PR B o T oLt
i

-

iR
/

y =
[ [

[ |
FEURTHROPALE  FAFTHGRALE POLETHORDE  FOUMTRIREDE COAIFUTER LA CHMGHE AR
i T e e - B ]

—

GhEnR.

'j%

AN -l W T TFE FIVTER | e H[
mﬁm m;::::au : - --'",_"‘:1 E i /; :l!ll_'J t’T
L] = ' R ]
THIRD FLOOR PLAN FOURTH FLOOR PLAN
MCN * * K
A : I\ DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA —
W/IMCN pPerkins Eastman DC A PUBLIC SCHOOLS! DG'S

£
8



-\ e
f”_'
L r—j
E1LC
_. ]
M
s A |
= B [
I r
]g‘f_‘ E 1l caE
() ||
£ £ o =
™ (]
Bl

S
T T T ; ”—C Do e 7 F. T° Bay WY

. _ TOP LEFT:
Top 10 Amenities CONCEPT RENDERING OF TYPICAL COMMONS SPACE AND CORRIDOR The modemized Watkins site features a clearly identifiable front

entrance with stairs, an outdoor gathering area and a ramp

for accessibility. The Food Prints garden will be upgraded with

a decorative fence for security. Service and loading functions
will take place off of E Street, while the staff parking lot will be
accessible from D Street. Children will no longer need to cross a
busy service area to access the playground. The gym will have a
separate entrance on the field side for joint community use.

StTE! PLAN {

1. Larger, more flexible classrooms with new technology, furniture, finishes and HVAC systems
(typical classroom 35% larger than existing)

2. New gym and cafeteria that can function separately or be combined into one large space

(DOUBLE the size of the existing multipurpose space)
3. State-of-the-art media center with flexible computer lab space (30% larger than existing library) ABOVE:
The new Watkins gym and cafeteria will feature a folding
partition, allowing the space to be expanded or divided as
needed. This will allow for shared use with the Department of
Parks and Recreation after school hours. Large windows at the
ground level will admit ample natural light into the space and
provide views to the outdoors. Insulated translucent panels
above will provide ambient natural light while blocking solar
glare and heat gain.

4. Commons spaces for extended learning and social opportunities throughout the school day

o

Expanded, bright and welcoming lobby with vestibule and gathering spaces for parents
(THREE TIMES larger than existing lobby)

New outdoor classroom for Food Prints and art programs
Corridors in the academic wing will be animated by color, daylight and views to the outside

' \‘ - = LEFT:
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M _. 4 1 * . O -, o K \ space for extended leaming opportunities throughout the
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8. Separate entrance and office for DPR allows safe and secure joint use by the school and the community
9.

Staff offices and lounges, technology and book storage on every floor school day. The new configuration of the academic wing will

provide daylight not just in classrooms but also in circulation
spaces, upgrading the overall experience of building users.

10. Secure Food Prints outdoor garden with community access after hours
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