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DGS Environmental Safety Community Meeting Agenda

1. Who we are: Introduction to DGS

• Legislation overview 

• Environmental risks tested

• Risk testing summary by location

2. Why we’re meeting: The Public Facilities Environmental Safety Amendment Act 
of 2020

3. Details of recent actionable results and remediation

4. Webpage and environmental testing database overview

5. Q&A



Who we are: By the numbers



Overview: Public Facilities Environmental Safety Amendment Act of 2020

The full legislation is available here: https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/laws/23-233  

It amends two existing laws:

1. The Healthy Public Buildings 
Assessment Act of 2016

2. The Safe Fields and Playgrounds 
Act of 2018

It establishes new requirements for:
✓ Testing frequency
✓ Testing scope
✓ ANC outreach
✓ Community engagement
✓ Record sharing

What the law does

✓ Adds five environmental risks to 
be tested: groundwater quality, 
dust, gas and diesel emissions, 
polychlorinated biphenyls, and 
volatile organic compounds for a 
total of 17 (see next slide)

✓ Mandates an ongoing, 10-year 
cycle for building tests. Each 
building owned and/or 
maintained by DGS will be tested 
no less than every 10 years

Updated requirements for buildings

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/laws/23-233


Risk types DGS tests

Buildings are tested for 17 environmental risks:  
1. Asbestos
2. Carbon monoxide (CO)
3. Dust
4. Gas and diesel emissions (G&DE)
5. Groundwater quality
6. Indoor air quality (IAQ)
7. Lead-based paint (LBP)
8. Lead in drinking water (LiDW)
9. Mold or Mildew
10. Outdoor air quality (OAQ)
11. Pests
12. Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
13. Radon
14. Toxic chemicals and hazardous waste (TC&HW)
15. Use of pesticides
16. Ventilation and temperature control
17. Volatile organic compounds (VOCs)



Public buildings with actionable results 

# Name Address Risk(s) found Remediation status Work order number

1 Brookland Middle School 1150 Michigan Ave NE

Moisture 
intrusion

Work order issued - No ECD 775200

Mold Completed 4/18 775201

Pest Intrusion Completed 4/10 775203

2 DCPS Headstart 3240 Stanton Rd SE
Water intrusion Work order approved 775204

Mold Completed 4/5 775206

3 Hendley Elementary School 425 Chesapeake St SE
Water intrusion Completed 4/2; Completed 4/5 775197; 775198

Pest intrusion Completed 4/10 775196



Brookland Middle School – Ward 5

Environmental 
risk(s) found

Location(s) of finding Acceptable 
threshold

Next steps

Moisture intrusion ceiling tiles in hallways and 
some classrooms

Less than 
exterior

Identify and repair the source of the water 
intrusion

Mold Small areas within 
classrooms

Less than 
exterior

Remove from affected areas 

Evidence of pests Small building cavities None Treated and closed burrows; installed bait, 
catch and release stations



DCPS Headstart– Ward 8

Environmental 
risk(s) found

Location(s) of finding Acceptable 
threshold

Next steps

Mold ceiling tiles of one of the 
classrooms

None Execute remediation from affected areas 

Water intrusion small areas of classrooms, 
the main hallway, and the 
roof

None Identify and repair the source cause of water 
intrusion 



Hendley Elementary School – Ward 8 

Environmental 
risk(s) found

Location(s) of finding Acceptable 
threshold

Next steps

Water intrusion and 
elevated humidity

Boiler room, bathroom, 
classroom window area

None Fix the source of water intrusion and 
dehumidify the area

Pest intrusion Main entrance and 
basement

None Treated and closed burrows; installed bait, 
catch and release stations



Step 1: Navigate to  
https://dcdgs.my.site.com/BEA/ 

Step 2: Register by entering 
your name, email address, and a 
password

Step 3: Review detailed 
information about each building 
inspection reviewed today 

Above the list of inspections, you 
will find links to definitions of 
environmental risks, website 
acronyms, and testing results

Overview of the new environmental safety testing database  

https://dcdgs.my.site.com/BEA/


We recently updated the environmental webpages on the DGS facilities page! Check out our new 
landing page here: https://dgs.dc.gov/page/environmental-testing-and-safety 

Highlights include: 
✓ Public Facilities Environmental Safety Amendment Act of 2020 summary, with link to new publicly available database of published test results
✓ Recreation Surface Hardness Testing, formerly called the “Interagency Working Group on Artificial Turf and Playgrounds”
✓ Water sample results for DPR 
✓ Water sample results for DCPS
✓ New subpage called “Recreation Space Warranties and Certificates of Compliance” for synthetic surfaces

Overview of the new environmental testing & safety landing page

Step 1: dgs.dc.gov
Step 2: Click “Facilities Mgmt”
Step 3: Click “Environmental Testing and Safety”

https://dgs.dc.gov/page/environmental-testing-and-safety


Visit our website at dgs.dc.gov

Contact Chellese Grove at 
environmental.dgs@dc.gov 

Questions or comments?

mailto:environmental.dgs@dc.gov
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