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ÅDesign Goals / Principles

ÅSite Analysis

ÅCommunity Survey

ÅProgram

ÅBuilding and Site Design Concept

ÅMaterials Study



The development of a series of design goals is an 

integral part of our creative process at Perkins 

Eastman DC. Once set these goals will lead to 

establishing design principles that set the tone for 

the project while providing qualitative metrics by 

which to make design decisions and assess 

outcomes.

For the Fort Davis Community Center, our design 

goals outline what we hope to achieve, with a 

focus on quality of spaces while providing 

connection to nature. Ultimately, these goals will 

support the design teamõs overarching principles 

of design in creating a high-performance 

21stcentury recreation environment. For example, 

the Community Center goal of achieving net-zero 

accreditation will lead to a design principle of 

orienting the building in the east-west direction to 

take advantage of the natural path and benefits of 

the sun.

The new Fort Davis Community Center will 

become an essential asset to the community. It 

will flourish as a safe and accessible place where 

children, adults, and seniors will come together to 

live an active lifestyle supported through 

education and resource-building within and 

beyond the footprint of the building.

The design of the Fort Davis community center would 

emphasize on creating welcoming and accessible multi-

functional spaces for all ages in the community. The design 

would  provide physical and visual connections to enhance 

usersõ experience, improve sight lines, site security and provide 

a better engagement with the surrounding  neighborhood 

The center will be a place where the physical artifact of the 

building and the surrounding improvements to the grounds will 

create a nurturing and supportive social experience for all 

visitors to the site. The social and the physical interact in a 

special way, fostering the most nurturing and supportive 

environment 

The design of the Fort Davis community center would 

emphasize on creating welcoming and accessible multi-

functional spaces for all ages in the community. The design 

would  provide physical and visual connections to enhance 

usersõ experience, improve sight lines, site security and 

provide a better engagement with the surrounding  

neighborhood 

The center will be a place where the physical artifact of the 

building and the surrounding improvements to the grounds 

will create a nurturing and supportive social experience for all 

visitors to the site. The social and the physical interact in a 

special way, fostering the most nurturing and supportive 

environment 

Design the Building to Support 
the Community

Design for Net Zero/High building 
efficiency1 2



Apart from specifically designed gathering spaces, Informal 

gathering is an essential component when designing for any 

community. These spaces tend to be more casual, with 

some even featuring recreational objects like sports tables. 

these spaces, known as òHubsó, can give users a sense of 

community and ownership promoting peer-to-peer learning/ 

collaboration, informal interactions and provide flexibility for 

gatherings at all scales. 

The most recent world crises (COVID-19) raised the opportunity to leverage 

designs that enhances the health and wellness of individuals, children, 

adults, seniors, families, and the community as a whole.  Over the past few 

years, wellness has become a common topic of concern and focus. However, 

when thinking about òwellnessó in design, the focus is often on individual 

wellness ð and how the built environment in particular can impact an 

individualõs personal health and well-being. While this can and should be a 

priority for the architectural community, we should be careful not to forget 

how intrinsically connected our personal wellness is to the wellness of others, 

and to the wellness of the planet. For this reason, we prefer to look at 

wellness holistically, across multiple scales both from the people and place 

perspective as well as from the individual to the planet

Create Spaces to Gather and 
Connect

Embrace a Holistic 
Wellness

The design of the new Fort Davis Community Center will 

emphasize on recreation and connections with the nature, 

through design practices that will be suited for users of the 

facility of all ages. This will be attained through the 

provision of serene connections between indoor and 

outdoor spaces to provide opportunities for relaxation, 

learning, stress reduction and community-building. 

Consideration will be given to scale, orientation and shade 

to ensure that spaces are usable throughout a range of 

seasons and weather conditions

 

Enhance and Celebrate 
Connections to the Outdoors3 4 6



1 2 3The design supports a city front 
and a park front; both are 
important

Interior program spaces have 
actual and/or visual connection 
with exterior spaces and 
program areas

Public area of the building are 
welcoming and can be used for 
community displays and/or 
activities



5 Exterior landscaping is varied, 
easy to maintain and organized 
ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ άǇƭŀŎŜƳŀƪƛƴƎέ

4 Building entry is visible, scaled to 
ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ άǇǳōƭƛŎέ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
in a safe and accessible location

6 Building and site is organized to 
minimize adverse views 
(adjacent alley, etc.)



Site Aerial 9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŀƭƭ

Francis A. Gregory Library ς 
Opened 2012

Anne Beers Elem. School ς 
In-boundary Elementary

CƻǊǘ 5ǳǇƻƴǘΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ ς Annual 
Outdoor Event Nearby

Regional Context





Based on the survey information provided 

by DGS/DPR, most of the users of the Fort 

Davis Community Center come from the 

East, South and West, likely due to the 

parks and major streets to the north.

Additionally, the community predominantly 

walks to the center.

WALKING TO THE CENTER

THE NEW MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH

BP GAS STATION

DUPONT PARK SEVENTH ð DAY ADVENTST 

SCHOOL

FORT DAVIS SHOPPING CENTER


