
Healthy Schools  
Under the Healthy Schools Act of 2010, DGS is responsible for a variety of activities designed to 
ensure that schools are healthy, safe places to learn. These include programs on recycling and 
composting, energy reduction, drinking water testing, indoor air quality, and integrated pest 
management. 
 
For more information, please contact Beth Gingold, Schools Conservation Coordinator, 
Department of General Services – Sustainability and Energy Division: beth.gingold@dc.gov. 

Announcements 

10/11/2013	
  –	
  DCPS	
  Schools:	
  Please	
  Order	
  Recycling	
  Supplies	
  by	
  November	
  22,	
  2013	
  	
  

Please	
  fill	
  out	
  this	
  form	
  by	
  November	
  22,	
  2013	
  to	
  receive	
  recycling	
  supplies	
  from	
  DGS	
  at	
  no	
  cost	
  by	
  
January	
  2014.	
  	
  	
  

If	
  you	
  need	
  assistance	
  filling	
  out	
  the	
  form	
  or	
  for	
  more	
  information,	
  please	
  contact	
  Beth	
  Gingold,	
  Schools	
  
Conservation	
  Coordinator,	
  Department	
  of	
  General	
  Services,	
  beth.gingold@dc.gov,	
  202-­‐727-­‐3587.	
  

Recycling	
  Reminders	
  

-­‐ Report	
  problems!	
  Please	
  let	
  us	
  know	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  not	
  yet	
  started	
  receiving	
  the	
  new	
  hauling	
  
services	
  described	
  below.	
  

-­‐ Blue	
  96-­‐gallon	
  supercans	
  are	
  for	
  plastics/metals/glass!	
  These	
  containers	
  are	
  scheduled	
  to	
  
receive	
  labels	
  to	
  clear	
  up	
  the	
  confusion	
  about	
  this.	
  

-­‐ Keep	
  paper	
  separate	
  and	
  clean!	
  Under	
  the	
  new	
  hauling	
  contract,	
  paper	
  and	
  cardboard	
  go	
  in	
  
your	
  recycling	
  dumpster,	
  so	
  all	
  paper	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  kept	
  separate	
  from	
  bottles/cans.	
  

-­‐ Label	
  your	
  bins!	
  Now	
  that	
  we’re	
  separating	
  paper	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  classroom	
  bins	
  are	
  
labeled	
  clearly	
  for	
  paper	
  only.	
  

-­‐ Remind	
  often!	
  Recycling	
  is	
  easy	
  once	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  habit	
  –	
  please	
  remind	
  school	
  staff	
  and	
  students	
  to	
  
recycle.	
  

	
  
08/23/2013	
  -­‐	
  DCPS	
  Recycling	
  Program	
  2013-­‐2014	
  Kick	
  Off	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Department	
  of	
  General	
  Services	
  (DGS)	
  is	
  excited	
  to	
  kick	
  off	
  this	
  year’s	
  recycling	
  program	
  for	
  
DCPS	
  schools.	
  Here	
  are	
  the	
  answers	
  to	
  a	
  few	
  basic	
  questions	
  to	
  help	
  you	
  get	
  started.	
  	
  
	
  
Why	
  does	
  DCPS	
  recycle?	
  Developing	
  good	
  recycling	
  habits	
  in	
  students	
  helps	
  grow	
  responsible	
  
citizens!	
  Recycling	
  is	
  a	
  basic	
  part	
  of	
  responsible	
  building	
  waste	
  management	
  and	
  is	
  required	
  in	
  
schools	
  under	
  DC	
  Municipal	
  Regulations.	
  The	
  Healthy	
  Schools	
  Act	
  has	
  set	
  a	
  target	
  diversion	
  rate	
  
of	
  45%	
  by	
  2015.	
  	
  
	
  
What	
  is	
  expected	
  from	
  DCPS	
  schools?	
  All	
  schools	
  are	
  to	
  separate	
  paper	
  and	
  cardboard	
  into	
  a	
  
designated	
  recycling	
  dumpster	
  or	
  compactor;	
  and	
  plastics,	
  metal,	
  and	
  glass	
  into	
  separate	
  



“supercans.”	
  The	
  eleven	
  schools	
  participating	
  in	
  the	
  pilot	
  compost	
  pick	
  up	
  program	
  will	
  also	
  
separate	
  food	
  waste	
  from	
  their	
  kitchens	
  and	
  cafeterias	
  into	
  separate	
  supercans.	
  
	
  
What	
  does	
  DCPS	
  recycle?	
  DCPS	
  recycles	
  all	
  paper	
  products	
  including	
  colored	
  paper,	
  envelopes,	
  
post-­‐it	
  notes,	
  glossy	
  paper,	
  cardboard	
  boxes	
  and	
  paperboard,	
  hard	
  and	
  soft-­‐cover	
  books,	
  spiral	
  
notebooks,	
  magazines,	
  and	
  file	
  folders;	
  metal	
  products	
  including	
  aluminum	
  and	
  tin	
  cans	
  and	
  
aluminum	
  foil;	
  plastics	
  #1-­‐7	
  including	
  bottles	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  food	
  containers;	
  and	
  glass	
  including	
  
bottles	
  and	
  jars.	
  	
  
	
  
Who	
  recycles	
  in	
  DCPS?	
  All	
  DCPS	
  staff	
  and	
  students	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  recycle.	
  Although	
  building	
  
operations	
  and	
  custodial	
  staff	
  are	
  ultimately	
  responsible	
  for	
  what	
  goes	
  in	
  which	
  dumpsters,	
  the	
  
program	
  only	
  works	
  if	
  everyone	
  pitches	
  the	
  right	
  materials	
  in	
  the	
  right	
  bins.	
  	
  
	
  
What	
  supplies	
  should	
  I	
  expect	
  to	
  see	
  in	
  my	
  school?	
  By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  year,	
  each	
  classroom	
  and	
  
office	
  should	
  have	
  a	
  clearly	
  labeled	
  recycling	
  bin	
  for	
  paper	
  only.	
  Common	
  areas	
  and	
  cafeterias	
  
may	
  have	
  additional	
  clearly	
  labeled	
  bins	
  for	
  collecting	
  glass/plastic/metals.	
  	
  
	
  
Why	
  do	
  we	
  have	
  separate	
  bins	
  for	
  paper/cardboard	
  and	
  glass/plastic/metals?	
  These	
  materials	
  
are	
  NOT	
  TRASH!	
  We	
  are	
  selling	
  them	
  on	
  the	
  recycling	
  market.	
  By	
  separating	
  clean	
  paper	
  and	
  
cardboard	
  and	
  empty	
  glass,	
  plastic,	
  and	
  metal	
  containers,	
  we	
  produce	
  a	
  higher	
  quality	
  more	
  
valuable	
  product.	
  The	
  program	
  in	
  schools	
  is	
  different	
  from	
  the	
  residential	
  recycling	
  program	
  
because	
  schools	
  produce	
  far	
  more	
  paper	
  and	
  cardboard	
  than	
  individual	
  homes.	
  
	
  
What	
  does	
  DGS	
  provide?	
  DGS	
  provides	
  recycling	
  pick	
  up	
  services,	
  recycling	
  supplies	
  such	
  as	
  
bins	
  and	
  labels,	
  and	
  support	
  such	
  as	
  guidance	
  information	
  and	
  training.	
  	
  
	
  
How	
  can	
  I	
  get	
  help?	
  Please	
  contact	
  Beth	
  Gingold,	
  Schools	
  Conservation	
  Coordinator,	
  202-­‐727-­‐
3587	
  beth.gingold@dc.gov.	
  	
  

 

08/23/2013	
  –	
  New	
  DCPS	
  Compost	
  Pilot!	
  
	
  
The	
  Department	
  of	
  General	
  Services	
  (DGS)	
  is	
  excited	
  to	
  announce	
  a	
  compost	
  pick	
  up	
  pilot	
  in	
  
eleven	
  DCPS	
  schools!	
  The	
  lessons	
  learned	
  from	
  this	
  pilot	
  will	
  help	
  inform	
  the	
  potential	
  roll	
  out	
  
of	
  composting	
  in	
  more	
  schools.	
  In	
  the	
  meantime,	
  below	
  are	
  answers	
  to	
  a	
  few	
  common	
  
questions	
  about	
  the	
  program.	
  
	
  
Why	
  compost?	
  The	
  Healthy	
  Schools	
  Act	
  has	
  set	
  a	
  target	
  diversion	
  rate	
  of	
  45%	
  by	
  2015	
  –	
  by	
  
composting	
  DCPS	
  can	
  meet	
  and	
  begin	
  to	
  exceed	
  this	
  target,	
  moving	
  toward	
  the	
  even	
  more	
  
ambitious	
  zero	
  waste	
  goals	
  set	
  in	
  the	
  SustainableDC	
  plan.	
  
	
  
Which	
  schools	
  are	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  pilot?	
  Cardozo	
  High	
  School,	
  Deal	
  Middle	
  School,	
  Dunbar	
  High	
  
School,	
  Janney	
  Elementary,	
  Key	
  Elementary,	
  Mann	
  Elementary,	
  Murch	
  Elementary,	
  Shepherd	
  



Elementary,	
  Stoddert	
  Elementary,	
  Walker	
  Jones	
  Education	
  Campus,	
  and	
  Wilson	
  High	
  School.	
  
These	
  schools	
  were	
  selected	
  based	
  on	
  their	
  locations	
  to	
  form	
  a	
  commercially	
  viable	
  hauling	
  
route;	
  demonstrated	
  commitment	
  to	
  recycling;	
  and	
  modernization	
  schedules.	
  
	
  
What	
  is	
  expected	
  from	
  these	
  schools?	
  These	
  schools	
  will	
  lead	
  the	
  way	
  for	
  other	
  schools!	
  The	
  
eleven	
  schools	
  will	
  separate	
  compostable	
  waste	
  from	
  their	
  kitchens	
  and	
  cafeterias	
  into	
  
supercans	
  provided	
  by	
  DGS	
  –	
  and	
  help	
  provide	
  feedback	
  about	
  what	
  works	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  
improve	
  the	
  program.	
  
	
  
What	
  will	
  DCPS	
  compost?	
  Schools	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  compost	
  all	
  food	
  waste	
  including	
  meat,	
  dairy,	
  
bread,	
  vegetable,	
  and	
  fruit	
  products;	
  paper	
  towels	
  and	
  napkins;	
  compostable	
  trays;	
  and	
  greasy	
  
or	
  soiled	
  cardboard	
  and	
  other	
  paper	
  products.	
  	
  
	
  
What	
  does	
  DGS	
  provide?	
  DGS	
  provides	
  compost	
  pick	
  up	
  services	
  (Tues/Fri),	
  compost	
  supplies	
  
such	
  as	
  bins,	
  posters	
  and	
  labels,	
  and	
  support	
  such	
  as	
  guidance	
  information	
  and	
  training.	
  	
  
	
  
Does	
  this	
  replace	
  composting	
  in	
  school	
  gardens?	
  No!	
  This	
  pilot	
  program	
  is	
  complementary	
  to	
  
composting	
  in	
  school	
  gardens.	
  Schools	
  can	
  choose	
  to	
  compost	
  some	
  food	
  waste	
  on	
  site	
  for	
  
educational	
  purposes.	
  This	
  provides	
  great	
  hands-­‐on	
  learning	
  opportunities	
  for	
  students.	
  The	
  
pick-­‐up	
  service	
  allows	
  for	
  composting	
  off	
  site	
  of	
  materials	
  better	
  handled	
  by	
  an	
  industrial	
  
facility	
  (e.g.	
  meat	
  products).	
  
	
  
What	
  about	
  pests?	
  Since	
  the	
  compost	
  is	
  picked	
  up	
  regularly	
  pests	
  are	
  not	
  expected	
  to	
  be	
  any	
  
more	
  of	
  a	
  problem	
  than	
  they	
  are	
  at	
  schools	
  which	
  put	
  food	
  waste	
  in	
  their	
  trash	
  dumpsters.	
  As	
  a	
  
precaution	
  DGS	
  has	
  considered	
  this	
  pilot	
  in	
  its	
  Integrated	
  Pest	
  Management	
  preventative	
  
maintenance	
  scheduling.	
  
	
  
How	
  can	
  I	
  get	
  more	
  information?	
  Please	
  contact	
  Beth	
  Gingold,	
  Schools	
  Conservation	
  
Coordinator,	
  202-­‐727-­‐3587	
  beth.gingold@dc.gov.	
  For	
  more	
  information	
  visit	
  
http://dgs.dc.gov/page/healthy-­‐schools.	
  

 

Recycling Resources 

• Recycling Services for DCPS 
• Recycling Supplies Order Form 
• Recycling and Compost Supplies Guidance 
• Guidance for Composting Schools 
• Sign for classroom bins – paper only  
• Sign for recycling stations  

 



Past announcements 

08/23/2013 - DCPS Recycling Program 2013-2014 Kick Off 

06/28/2013 - DGS/DCPS Recycling Program Update –Order Recycling Supplies at No Cost for 
2013-2014 

06/10/2013 - DGS Congratulates Winners and Participants in Elementary School Recycling 
Poster Art Contest! 

	
  


