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Rules of the Road:

=  Welcome!
= Thank you for your participation.

= Please hold all questions until the end of the presentation.

AGENDA:

Team Introductions

Email List Sign-in
DPR.DC.GOV/ATTENDEE

=  Project Background

=  Project Overview

=  Project Status

=  Commemorative Signhage Design
=  Qutdoor Restroom

=  Contact Information

= Questions & Answers
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Design/Build Team

Walter Pierce
Park

DESIGN TEAM:

Sulton, Campbell, Britt & Associates, P.C.

- Alex Claros

BUILD TEAM:

Atmos Solutions Inc.
- Evan Rivera
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BACKGROUND

WALTER PIERCE PARK IS COMMUNITY PARK IN THE HEART OF ADAMS MORGAN, WITH A VERY SPECIAL HISTORY. FORMERLY
KNOWN AS THE MOUNT PLEASENT PLAINS CEMETERY, IT IS HOME TO OVER 8400 AFRICAN AMERICAN BURIAL SITES. THE
HISTORICAL IS PARK IS BUZZING WITH ACTIVITY RANGING FROM DAILY BASKETBALL GAMES TO ANNUAL COMMEMORATIVE
SITE VISITS FROM THE DESCENDANTS OF THOSE BURIED. THIS PROJECT AIMS HELP FURTHER COMMEMORATE THE SACRED
GROUNDS BY INSTALLING COMMEMORATIVE SIGNAGE NEAR THE ADAMS MILL RD. ENTRANCE. THIS PROJECT ALSO
PROPOSES TO INTRODUCE FREESTANDING RESTROOM AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE PARK.

PROJECT BUDGET : $600,000

PROJECT TIMELINE

- COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT / PERMITTING: SUMMER-FALL 2023
- CONSTRUCTION: FALL 2023
- COMPLETION: SPRING 2024
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Project Overview:

= Budget: $600,000
= Scope of Work:

= Commemorative Signage will be developed and installed honoring the 8400+
people who were interred in this park.

= A free-standing restroom will be installed at the Adams Mill Road entrance
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Project Status:

=  Community Engagement continues

= Design for Commemorative Signage nearing completion
= Design for Portland Loo (exterior restroom) is complete
= Portland Loo has been ordered

=  Permits are being finalized

= Project will begin later this fall

=  Construction will continue through the winter

= Project Completion: Spring 2024
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Commemorative Signhage:

= Content donated by Descendants and Allies along with collaborative editing
=  BaseCamp DC will assist with graphic editing and production
= Historic review by DC Historic Preservation Office
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Commemorative Signage:
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Commemorative Signhage:

‘WELCOME TO THE ANCESTORS PAVILION

“This space: hy 1, women, and childs in th
1800.Qu Qu Friends Burying Ground in 1507, and the Colored Union
Benevalent Association founded Mr. Pleasant Plains Cemetery in 1570, Both cemeteries were
closed in 1590 due to neighborhood development.

WHAT DID THE CEMETERIES LOOK LIKE?

“The small Friends Burying Gi ‘s soecer field.
Simple headstones in orderly rows marked its graves. There were an unknown number of
burials in the Quaker ground because the city didn't begin keeping death records until many
‘years after itwas founded.

The 8, larger African Ameri ’s Walter
Pierce M fmru Adans Mill Road down 10 Rock Creek and onto land now owned bythe
Nati road the burial ground.
R Graves inthe African American cemetery were
i and
wooden headbaards bearing painted messagss. They
ics, and

objects of significance to the deceased. Toys were left
at children's graves.

Some of the gr the late
19th century entered Mi. Pleasant Plains Cemetery’s
gatesat Adams Mill Road, with doens of
horsc drawn ::rdngg.hundruanmnmun

fons in full cer-
cmnnnlm-ﬂumr.M‘lmmom\grh,ﬂ!mamlly tothe
strainsof brass bands.

WHO WAS BURIED HERE?

M. Plexsant Plains Cemetery was busiest
‘with 400 to 600 burials a year at its peak in the mid-1880s, Nearly 60 percent of the people buried
inthis cemetery were children younger than five.
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The eemeteries in 1387, with additions. (G. M. Hopins Real Estate map, 1387.)

“The Friends Burying Ground was the resting place
fih i ; bl

h P b
millerwho donated the land for the cemetery, and
i wife Hanna Lukens Shoemaker, were among.
those buried here.

\i W Pl fall
1. Pleasant ;-nchnwteryscrI\'edpeoriena TR,

oumad G

1 2005, d
the ity ildis
Howard University

ity members, i i the buried, stopped
1 fargetorracesfor ing im the park, They enlisted
whetherany, ined. Under the

teadershipof bologicalanthropologist Mark Mk, i o
remain: grave

offerings, and coffin hardware.

Scientists conducted ground-
penetrating radar at the site and

ion men and Rock Croek i 1807,
vmmrr\»hnnrnmd in Washington during the
Civil War. &ml(‘mmm:mbcnuflhcﬂlfiwﬁy
froe Black i

part o s
lard for the Qhucber commetery. fohn Ciiney Adamms
mwm;www&u e 1870, Adasrs’ hies

30 .75 s of o she Codored Ukt Bencrolent

s for s cennetery. D History Conter

churches, schools, and social organizations. Amang the buricd were musicians, goverament
warkers, teachers, carriage drivers, the first graduates of Howard University, the first Black men
10 vote, Givil Warveterans, merchants, servants, chureh leaders, laborers, nurses, and midwives,
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that many mare might exist at
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Commemorative Signhage:
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Commemorative Signage
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Commemorative Signage
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Outdoor Restroom:

Portland Loo will be installed close to the park entrance on Adams Mill
Road as discussed previously in 2019
This location was selected for:

=  Proximity to the street for utilities to reduce ground disturbance

= Improved ADA accessibility by close connection to the sidewalk
for those with limited mobility and special needs

=  Proximity to the playground for young children
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Portland Loo Location:
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Portland Loo Location
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Portland Loo Rendering:

View from Adams Mill Road View from the playground
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Department of General Services (DGS) e %
Wayne Gore, Community Engagement and Outreach X ..tﬁ
wavne.gore@dc.gov E
Email List
Department of Parks & Recreation (DPR) Sign-in

DPR.DC.GOV/ATTENDEE
Peter Nohrden, ASLA / Project Manager

peter.nohrden@dc.gov

Christopher Dyer / Community Engagement Manager
Christopher.dyer@dc.gov

Project Website:

https://dgs.dc.gov/page/walter-pierce-park-phase-ii
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Questions?
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