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Tuesday, September 26, 2023  
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AGENDA:
 Team Introductions
 Project Background
 Project Overview
 Project Status
 Commemorative Signage Design
 Outdoor Restroom
 Contact Information
 Questions & Answers

Rules of the Road:
 Welcome! 
 Thank you for your participation. 
 Please hold all questions until the end of the presentation. 
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DC Government Presenters
Walter Pierce 
Park

Tommie Jones
DPR Chief of External Affairs

Christopher Dyer
DPR Community Engagement Manager

Peter Nohrden, ASLA
DPR Project Manager

Kelly Reed
DGS Project Manager

Wayne Gore
DGS Community Outreach Coordinator
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Design/Build Team 
Walter Pierce 
Park Sulton, Campbell, Britt & Associates, P.C.

- Alex Claros

DESIGN TEAM:

Atmos Solutions Inc.
- Evan Rivera

BUILD TEAM:
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BACKGROUND

WALTER PIERCE PARK IS COMMUNITY PARK IN THE HEART OF ADAMS MORGAN, WITH A VERY SPECIAL HISTORY. FORMERLY 
KNOWN AS THE MOUNT PLEASENT PLAINS CEMETERY, IT IS HOME TO OVER 8400 AFRICAN AMERICAN BURIAL SITES. THE 
HISTORICAL IS PARK IS BUZZING WITH ACTIVITY RANGING FROM DAILY BASKETBALL GAMES TO ANNUAL COMMEMORATIVE 
SITE VISITS FROM THE DESCENDANTS OF THOSE BURIED. THIS PROJECT AIMS HELP FURTHER COMMEMORATE THE SACRED 
GROUNDS BY INSTALLING COMMEMORATIVE SIGNAGE NEAR THE ADAMS MILL RD. ENTRANCE. THIS PROJECT ALSO 
PROPOSES TO INTRODUCE FREESTANDING RESTROOM AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE PARK.

PROJECT BUDGET : $600,000 

PROJECT TIMELINE

- COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT / PERMITTING: SUMMER-FALL 2023
- CONSTRUCTION: FALL 2023
- COMPLETION: SPRING 2024 
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Project Overview:

 Budget: $600,000
 Scope of Work: 

 Commemorative Signage will be developed and installed honoring the 8400+ 
people who were interred in this park. 

 A free-standing restroom will be installed at the Adams Mill Road entrance
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Project Status:
 Community Engagement continues
 Design for Commemorative Signage nearing completion
 Design for Portland Loo (exterior restroom) is complete
 Portland Loo has been ordered
 Permits are being finalized
 Project will begin later this fall
 Construction will continue through the winter
 Project Completion: Spring 2024
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Commemorative Signage:
 Content donated by Descendants and Allies along with collaborative editing
 BaseCamp DC will assist with graphic editing and production
 Historic review by DC Historic Preservation Office
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PROPOSED SIGNAGE FROM DESCENDANTS’



Commemorative Signage:
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FINAL PROPOSED SIGNAGE



Commemorative Signage:
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FIRST PANEL: CEMETERY OVERVIEW



Commemorative Signage:
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SECOND PANEL: NAMES A-B



Commemorative Signage:
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THIRD PANEL: NAMES B-D



Commemorative Signage:
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FOURTH PANEL: NAMES F-G



Outdoor Restroom:
 Portland Loo will be installed close to the park entrance on Adams Mill 

Road as discussed previously in 2019
 This location was selected for:

 Proximity to the street for utilities to reduce ground disturbance
 Improved ADA accessibility by close connection to the sidewalk 

for those with limited mobility and special needs
 Proximity to the playground for young children
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Portland Loo Location:

Concept Landscape Plan Portland Loo Location
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Portland Loo Rendering:

Walter Pierce Park| Community Meeting | June 1, 2023

View from Adams Mill Road View from the playground



Contact Information

Department of General Services (DGS)

Wayne Gore, Community Engagement and Outreach
wayne.gore@dc.gov

Department of Parks & Recreation (DPR)

Peter Nohrden, ASLA / Project Manager
peter.nohrden@dc.gov

Christopher Dyer / Community Engagement Manager
Christopher.dyer@dc.gov

Project Website:

https://dgs.dc.gov/page/walter-pierce-park-phase-ii

Email List
Sign-in
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Questions?
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