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CONSTRUCTION 

1. How soon will the construction begin?   
We anticipate the contractors to mobilize on-site in Winter of 2024. DPR will provide a clearer 
timeframe later in the design-build process.  

2. How will construction affect programming inside and outside of the rec center? 
The construction will not affect the existing programming inside of the rec center. DPR plans to keep 
the existing Hillcrest Recreation Center fully operational during the construction of the indoor 
aquatic center. Specific locations around the construction area (such as specific portions of the 
outdoor walking track) will not be accessible during construction.  
 

3. Will there be separation of any hazards to children and/or families at the playground? 
Chiaramonte Construction will provide secure fencing around the limits of construction (including 
any laydown areas for construction materials. These practices should keep children and families on 
the playground safe from any hazards.  
 

4. Will there be opportunities for community members to work on the construction of this facility? 
Chiaramonte Construction Company is a Ward 8 CBE contractor. The team is always going beyond 
the required percentage of CBE participation and encourage their DC subcontractors to hire DC 
residents.  

 

DESIGN  

5. What is a beach entry?  
A Beach or Zero Entry pool is one that allows you to walk into the pool on the shallow end and it 
gradually gets deeper (like walking into the ocean from the sand). This design allows for increased 
accessibility for children and elders.   
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6. How large will the locker rooms be?  
The current floor plan only outlines the proposed footprint of the locker rooms at around 600 SF 
each. We can provide more specific information, such as: number of lockers, benches, and showers 
later in the design.  
 

7. There are no lifeguard chairs shown around the perimeter of the pool. Where will they be located?  
We haven’t gotten to this level of detail in the design, but lifeguard chairs will be placed around the 
pool for the final design. The design team has maintained a 15’ clear space around the pool to 
accommodate for these components (diving blocks, loungers, etc.) 
 

8. Do you have an estimate of the spectator capacity in the bleachers?  
Based on the baseline. the maximum capacity of the seating is around 90 people as shown on the 
concept plan. This number will change as the design team continues to refine the design of the 
facility.  
 

9. What is the depth for both the shallow and deep end of the pool?  
The depth of the pool will range from 4’-0” to 7’-0”. This is similar to depths at Deanwood Indoor 
Pool.  
 

10. What is the location of the emergency exits around the pool?  
The aquatic facility will be designed to meet the egress requirements of the current building code. 
Currently, there are two means of egress from the pool area and two from the main lobby/corridor 
to the exterior.  
 

11. Has any through been given to sliding glass walls around the pool or sliding roof openings for 
ventilation?  
We have seen pools with these types of features, but a key component of this design is to be solar-
ready. This means we need the roof space to remain available for a solar array to be placed in the 
future. The design team is exploring the implementation of natural views to the tree line to the North 
of the site, but the windows will not be operable.   
The sliding glass walls would also be a concern from a safety and security standpoint, as our staff 
would have an additional entry/exit point to monitor. The temperature and humidity of the indoor 
pool must also be kept within a specific range, so it would be hard to regulate with multiple openings 
around the pool.   
We understand the importance of ventilation and install energy recovery ventilation systems to 
bring in natural air into the building to help improve air quality.  
 

12. What will be the capacity of the immediate pool area? We want to ensure that the facility can 
adequately accommodate the number of families visiting from Hillcrest and the surrounding 
neighborhoods.  
The design team is maintaining a 15’-0” buffer around the pool to accommodate the allowable 
occupancy of the space.  
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13. Have you considered adjoining the rec center and the aquatic center for safety and ease of access 
to both locations?  
Yes, DPR initially investigated adding the aquatic center to the existing recreation building. Our 
pools and recreation centers often have different hours of operation, with the pools often opening 
earlier than the rec center. For the safety of the staff and community, we don’t want people 
navigating through the recreation center when it is closed, so shifting towards a stand-alone facility 
addressed our safety concerns and improves the ease of access of the new aquatic center.  
 

14. Will there be private changing areas or one open area?  
We are only in the conceptual phase of the project and are only showing general footprints for the 
different programmatic components. We will have more details on how the individual spaces are 
configured as we continue to develop the design.  
 

15. What are the ADA features of the facility?  
The facility is designed to meet ADA standards. Residents with mobility issues or other disabilities 
should be able to access the plaza via the handicap spots provided in the expansion of the parking. 
The Beach entry (located near the locker rooms) and chair lift are also accessible features that will 
be available at this facility.   
 

16. What are the dotted lines along the splash pad area?  
This dotted line signifies a fence/gate to be located around the splash pad area. This would prevent 
any children playing in the splash pad area from mistakenly falling into the adjacent pool. The 
deepest end of the pool is located on the far left of the center which is the furthest point from the 
splash pad area.  

 

GENERAL 

17. What will be the hours of operation for the aquatic center?  
We are only in the concept phase and haven’t determined the hours of use for the aquatic center. 
This is something DPR will determine later in the project.  
 

18. Will this be an indoor or outdoor pool? 
This will be a standalone, indoor pool.  
 

19. What happened to fully renovating Hillcrest Rec Center and consolidating it with a pool?  
The budget approved for the project and its description does not include the renovation of the 
existing recreation center but the construction of a new indoor aquatic complex adjacent to the 
existing center. 
 

20. Will this be a LEED Building?  
Yes, the building is being designed to achieve LEED Silver Certification.  
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21. What is a LEED Building?  
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is the world's most widely used green 
building rating system. LEED certification provides a framework for healthy, highly efficient, and 
cost-saving green buildings, which offer environmental, social and governance benefits. 

Please visit the USGBC site to learn more:  https://www.usgbc.org/leed 

 
22. Is the proposed $15,000,000 budget enough to pay for the features shown in the current design? 

The Design-Build team performs ongoing cost estimates to ensure the design and construction stays 
within the allocated budget.  

 

23. Who is the developer for this project? 
This is a Design-Build project, with the design team: StudioMB, and the builder: Chiaramonte 
Construction Company.  
 

SAFETY/SECURITY 

24. Are there security features built into the design of the overall structure (in case something happens 
while community members are using the facility)?  
Yes, DPR has multiple levels of security that we look for in the design of all our facilities. One of the 
most important is sight lines. We try to make sure our staff have good visibility of the entry/exit 
points.  
 

25. Will the building have security cameras outside?     
Yes, security cameras will monitor the entries of the facility as well as the site.  
 

26. How will you address lighting around the site?    
We work with PSD (Protective Security Division) to make sure we address the security needs of our 
sites. In future presentations, we can show the specific lighting features on the site.  
 

27. How will this project address the safety of the playground? Is the gate on Denver Street going to be 
used for vehicular traffic? 
The gate on Denver Street will remain as-is, and the pedestrian gate can still be used during park 
hours. The gate will only be used for emergency vehicles. That area will still be a secure passageway.  

 

SITE 

28. Is it possible to connect the walking pathways around the rec center? The path ends in the parking 
lot vs. having a circular contiguous path for walking. 
The current design intent is for the walking path to continue along the sidewalk in front of the 
existing recreation center and connect to the plaza adjacent to the existing splash pad.  
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29. How many parking spots will be available?  

We are currently showing around 50 parking spaces on the proposed site plan. This number will 
change slightly as the design progresses. 
 

30. Will there only be one way in and out of the parking lot?  
Yes, the existing entry to the Hillcrest Recreation Center will be the only vehicular entry to and out 
of the site.  
 

31. Will there be enough green space left for our community garden, picnics, outdoor performance 
events, and the kids to play outdoor sports?  
Yes, we are still maintaining a decent-sized lawn between the proposed aquatic center and the 
existing playground.  
 

32. Has underground parking been considered? 
The cost associated with the construction of an underground parking structure wouldn’t be justified 
for this scale of project given our allotted budget. The design team is exploring ways to 
accommodate additional spaces on the site.  

 

IMAGERY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillcrest Indoor Aquatic Center Project Webpage 

  

DC Department of Parks and Recreation  
1275 First Street, NE, 8th Floor | Washington, D.C. 20002 |       (202) 673-7647 

www.DPR.DC.gov 

 

A. Example of a Beach/Zero entry pool. (Durham, NC) 
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