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LIFE LONG LEARNING ACROSS MULTIPLE DISCIPLINES
ABOUT US

K-12 LIBRARIES

HIGHER EDUCATION CULTURAL
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PRESERVING AND PROMOTING OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE
ABOUT US

We are dedicated to enriching 
the cultural heritage of the 
neighborhoods and communities 
in which we work, and to 
advancing sustainable design.”
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values standards curriculum skills users modes of
learning

technology & 
furnishings

FROM VALUES TO DESIGN SOLUTIONS
APPROACH TO THE DESIGN OF LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
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VAN NESS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SHOULD PROMOTE A CULTURE OF
APPROACH TO THE DESIGN OF LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

•	High performance

•	Learning

•	Inquiry and discovery

•	Inclusion and belonging

•	Collaboration and      
communication

•	Stewardship
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GROWTH OF THE WHOLE CHILD

VAN NESS E.S. SHOULD PROMOTE PERSONAL GROWTH AND A SENSE OF IDENTITY WITHIN THESE CONTEXTS

Self Family Community Nation World

APPROACH TO THE DESIGN OF LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
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ARTS INTEGRATION PRINCIPLES
EDUCATION AND PEDAGOGY 
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LITERARY ARTS

PERFORMING ARTS

VISUAL ARTS

ARTS INTEGRATION PRINCIPLES

• Promote the four artistic activities of creating, performing, 
responding, and connecting.

• Create spaces which spur creativity and imaginative thinking.  

• Partner science and technology with the arts to promote the 
shared concepts of innovation and problem-solving.

• The architecture should support performance as a vehicle for 
personal growth and cultural and individual expression.

• Allow for informal performance spaces which reflect alternate 
theater structures - i.e. theater in the round, thrust stage.  

• Express the variety of dance movements through a variety of 
spaces and volumes - e.g. straight, diagonal, multi-level.

• Create spaces which allow students to feel a sense of ownership 
and provide creative input.  

• Provide acoustically appropriate spaces for music education.

Precedent for Graphics at Ludlow Taylor ES Proposed graphics for Ludlow Taylor ES

•	 Promote the artistic activities of creating, performing, respond-
ing, and connecting.

•	 Create spaces which spur creativity and imaginative thinking.

•	 Partner science and technology with the arts to promote the 
shared concepts of innovation and problem-solving.

•	 The architecture should support performance as a vehicle for 
personal growth and cultural and individual expression.

•	 Allow for informal performance spaces which reflect alternate 
theater structures - i.e. theater in the round, thrust stage.

•	 Express the variety of dance movements through a variety of 
spaces and volumes - e.g. straight, diagonal, multi-level.

•	 Create spaces which allow students to feel a sense of owner-
ship and provide creative input.

•	 Provide acoustically appropriate spaces for music education.
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ARTS INTEGRATION PRINCIPLES
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• Create spaces which spur creativity and imaginative thinking.  

• Partner science and technology with the arts to promote the 
shared concepts of innovation and problem-solving.

• The architecture should support performance as a vehicle for 
personal growth and cultural and individual expression.

• Allow for informal performance spaces which reflect alternate 
theater structures - i.e. theater in the round, thrust stage.  

• Express the variety of dance movements through a variety of 
spaces and volumes - e.g. straight, diagonal, multi-level.

• Create spaces which allow students to feel a sense of ownership 
and provide creative input.  

• Provide acoustically appropriate spaces for music education.

Precedent for Graphics at Ludlow Taylor ES Proposed graphics for Ludlow Taylor ES
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WAYFINDING AND IDENTITY GRAPHICS
PLACEMAKING



DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
Community placemaking – Van Ness is the heart of an emerging waterfront community
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
Promote sustainability as a shared value for the community and the school
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CREATE EXCEPTIONAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS PROMOTE EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY
DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
Provide landscape environments which support outdoor teaching and learning
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
Create aN arrival EXPERIENCE THAT SETS THE TONE FOR A DAY OF LEARNING
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
CREATE A WELCOMING AND SECURE ENTRY
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IMPROVE BUIDING CIRCULATION
DESIGN PRINCIPLES



OPPORTUNITIES AT  VAN NESS E.S.
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LEED V3 Checklist
SUSTAINABILITY 	

LEED 2009 for Schools New Construction and Major Renovations Van Ness Elementary School

 Project Checklist

16 8 Possible Points:  24
Y ? N Y ? N

Y Prereq 1 1 Credit 3 1 to 2
Y Prereq 2 Environmental Site Assessment 2 Credit 4 1 to 2
1 Credit 1 1 1 1 Credit 5 1 to 2
4 Credit 2 4 1 Credit 6 Rapidly Renewable Materials 1

1 Credit 3 Brownfield Redevelopment 1 1 Credit 7 1
4 Credit 4.1 4

1 Credit 4.2 1 14 3 Possible Points:  19
2 Credit 4.3 Alternative Transportation—Low-Emitting and Fuel-Efficient Vehicles 2

2 Credit 4.4 2 Y Prereq 1 

1 Credit 5.1 Site Development—Protect or Restore Habitat 1 Y Prereq 2 

1 Credit 5.2 Site Development—Maximize Open Space 1 Y Prereq 3 Minimum Acoustical Performance
1 Credit 6.1 Stormwater Design—Quantity Control 1 1 Credit 1 1
1 Credit 6.2 Stormwater Design—Quality Control 1 1 Credit 2 1

1 Credit 7.1 Heat Island Effect—Non-roof 1 1 Credit 3.1 1
1 Credit 7.2 1 1 Credit 3.2 1
1 Credit 8 Light Pollution Reduction 1 4 Credit 4 1 to 4
1 Credit 9 Site Master Plan 1 1 Credit 5 1

1 Credit 10 Joint Use of Facilities 1 1 Credit 6.1 Controllability of Systems—Lighting 1
1 Credit 6.2 1

7 4 Possible Points:  11 1 Credit 7.1 1
1 C di  7 2 Th l C f t V ifi ti 1

Controllability of Systems—Thermal Comfort

Recycled Content
Regional Materials

Materials and Resources, Continued

Indoor Chemical and Pollutant Source Control

Thermal Comfort—Design

Indoor Environmental Quality

Minimum Indoor Air Quality Performance
Environmental Tobacco Smoke (ETS) Control

Low-Emitting Materials

Construction IAQ Management Plan—During Construction

Outdoor Air Delivery Monitoring

Alternative Transportation—Bicycle Storage and Changing Rooms

Increased Ventilation

Sustainable Sites

Alternative Transportation—Public Transportation Access

Site Selection
Development Density and Community Connectivity

Construction Activity Pollution Prevention Materials Reuse

Certified Wood

Water Efficiency

Alternative Transportation—Parking Capacity

Heat Island Effect—Roof Construction IAQ Management Plan—Before Occupancy

1 Credit 7.2 Thermal Comfort—Verification 1
Y Prereq 1 1 Credit 8.1 1 to 3
2 2 Credit 1 Water Efficient Landscaping 2 to 4 1 Credit 8.2 1
2 Credit 2 Innovative Wastewater Technologies 2 1 Credit 9 Enhanced Acoustical Performance 1
2 2 Credit 3 2 to 4 1 Credit 10 Mold Prevention 1
1 Credit 3 Process Water Use Reduction 1

6 Possible Points:  6
15 18 Possible Points:  33

1 Credit 1.1 1
Y Prereq 1 1 Credit 1.2 1
Y Prereq 2 1 Credit 1.3 1
Y Prereq 3 1 Credit 1.4 1
12 7 Credit 1 1 to 19 1 Credit 2 1

7 Credit 2 1 to 7 1 Credit 3 1
2 Credit 3 2

1 Credit 4 1 3 1 Possible Points: 4
2 Credit 5 2

2 Credit 6 2 1 Credit 1.1 1
1 Credit 1.2 1

7 3 2 Possible Points:  13 1 Credit 1.3 1
1 Credit 1.4 1

Y Prereq 1 

1 1 Credit 1.1 1 to 2 68 37 2 Possible Points: 110
1 Credit 1.2 Building Reuse—Maintain 50% of Interior Non-Structural Elements 1

2 Credit 2 1 to 2

Total

Materials and Resources

Storage and Collection of Recyclables
Building Reuse—Maintain Existing Walls, Floors, and Roof

Fundamental Refrigerant Management

Regional Priority: Specific Credit
Green Power Regional Priority: Specific Credit

Construction Waste Management
Certified 40 to 49 points     Silver 50 to 59 points     Gold 60 to 79 points     Platinum 80 to 110 

Regional Priority: Specific Credit
Regional Priority: Specific Credit

Water Use Reduction—20% Reduction

Water Use Reduction

Minimum Energy Performance

LEED Accredited Professional

Innovation in Design: Specific Title
Innovation in Design: Specific Title
Innovation in Design: Specific Title

Daylight and Views—Daylight

Measurement and Verification

Fundamental Commissioning of Building Energy Systems

Enhanced Commissioning
On-Site Renewable Energy

Enhanced Refrigerant Management

Optimize Energy Performance

Energy and Atmosphere

Innovation in Design: Specific Title

The School as a Teaching Tool

Regional Priority Credits

Innovation and Design Process

Daylight and Views—Views
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Sustainable Strategies Section
SUSTAINABILITY

34

12

5

67

8

10

11

1.	GROUND SOURCE HEAT PUMP
2.	UNDERGROUND STORMWATER 	

STORAGE / CISTERN
3.	COMMUNITY GARDEN
4.	ABOVE GROUND CISTERN
5.	SUN SHADING - FINS AND 

OVERHANGS
6.	PHOTOVOLTAICS AND SOLAR 

THERMAL PANELS
7.	GREEN ROOF
8.	 LIVING WALL AND 

CONDENSATE HARVESTING
9.	RAIN WATER / DRY CREEK BED

10.	OPERABLE WINDOWS AND 
THERMAL CONTROLS

11.	FLEXIBLE LIGHTING CONTROLS
12.	LIGHT SHELF
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SCHOOL AS HEART OF COMMUNITY AND A CENTER OF CHILD’S EARLY WORLD
OPPORTUNITIES

VAN NESS E.S.
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EXPEDITIONARY AND EXPLORATORY - SCHOOL AS A HOME BASE FOR EXPLORATION OF THE LARGER WORLD
OPPORTUNITIES

NATIONAL MALL

WATERFRONT

NAVY YARD

VAN NESS E.S.

NATIONALS
STADIUM

EASTERN
MARKET
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DCPS SCHOOLS
SITE ANALYSIS

VAN NESS E.S.
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ENTRY
BUILDING CONCEPTS

M STREET

CAPITOL HILL

WATERFRONT

METRO VAN NESS E.S.

8
TH

 S
TR

EE
T
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POTENTIAL ADDITION LOCATIONS
BUILDING CONCEPTS
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FIRST FLOOR
BUILDING CONCEPTS

NODE

NODE

ADMIN.

PK

PK

PK

PK
PK PK

OUTDOOR
PLAY

EXPLORATION
LAB

PARKING

ENTRY

CIVIC
PLAZA

LANDSCAPED
COURTYARD

CAFETERIA/
AUDITORIUM

0 8’ 24’ 40’



District of Columbia Public Schools
Van Ness Elementary School

SECOND FLOOR
BUILDING CONCEPTS

NODE

1ST

1ST

2ND

2ND

STAFF MUSIC

ART

EXPL.
LAB

POTENTIAL
FUTURE

GYMNASIUM
0 8’ 24’ 40’



District of Columbia Public Schools
Van Ness Elementary School

THIRD FLOOR
BUILDING CONCEPTS

NODE

3RD

3RD

4TH

4TH
MEDIA

CENTER

5TH

5TH

POTENTIAL
FUTURE

GYMNASIUM
BELOW0 8’ 24’ 40’


