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Use of Assessments:

Over the past two years, TNSPCS has made great strides in better analyzing and using the data generated from pre- and post-TABE (Test of Basic Adult Education, aligned with the GED) given to all students, as well as classroom and other assessments.  The analyses produce class profiles as well as individual profiles so that teachers can target standards of which students show weak knowledge.   This data is also used to identify areas for professional development, such as further training in the “gradual release of responsibility” model of instruction.  In past years, emphasis was placed in individual learning plans; this year, data provided to teachers also emphasizes class profiles, which helps them target clusters of students.   The curriculum is adjusted more frequently to accommodate student needs.

For students who post-tested, TABE scores showed an average of 1.7 grade level increase in reading, 1.5 levels in math and 1.5 levels in English proficiency, an improvement over prior years.

For English Language Learners, we have broken down the TABE CLAS-E objectives into more specific skills and are better targeting tested standards.

Improved Teacher Support and Curriculum Implementation:
The director of curriculum and instruction, in 2012-13, thoroughly reviewed the new GED standards and topics (aligned with the Common Core standards), as well as the TABE objectives and skills, and created learning targets for each of the six instructional levels for both the GED programs (English/Spanish) and for ESL courses.   He provided training and support to all teachers in the process of adapting and utilizing the new 2014 GED standards and continues to work with teachers and the new instructional coach in the creation of a more rigorous curriculum to be delivered with fidelity in 2013-14.   He has also identified resources and materials the effectively teach the required skills and concepts.  

Teachers now have interactive whiteboards in every classroom and have begun to use instructional software  more consistently with appropriate training and increasing availability of laptops for student use.
A two-day workshop on classroom management techniques in 2012-13 was very effective; according to the School Cultural Index Survey which teachers and students completed (administered by Insight), there were few classroom behavior issues, and only one incident that warranted intervention.
3047 15th Street, NW WDC 20009  •  Phone:  (202) 319-2249  •  www.nextsteppcs.org

